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... The emphasis will be to strike at dealers to
proscribe scope for the permeation of this world
wide affliction in Strathclyde....

...... | wish to affirm my declaration that this type
of crime will be pursued relentlessly In
Strathclyde to bring to justice those who see
easy profits to this sad exploitation which
destroys so many young lives.




1983

2 Possession W.I. to
Supply - 343
(Up 217 from the
previous year)

1 Possession 2202

(Up 577 from previous
year)

2 206 lectures regarding
Drugs
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Starting point
Police (Scotland) Act 1967

m Police officers guard, watch and patrol
In order to:

® Protect life and property
m Preserve order

B Prevent crime and detect offenders

m Prepare reports, serve legal documents
and attend court to give evidence







Needle Exchange
Methadone

Naloxone

Arrest Referral

Mandatory Drug Tests
Drug Court

Persistent Offender Project
Alcohol

Never mind the Service Users, are the Police
responding to the commitment required of these

treatments




“...will give special attention to and take all
practical measures for the prevention of
abuse of drugs and for the early
identification, treatment, education, after-
care rehabilitation and social reintegration
of the person involve.”




“...Shall adopt appropriate measures
almed at eliminating or reducing illicit
demand for drugs...with a view to reducing
human suffering...which includes
Interventions to counteract the social and
health conseguences’”




“Harm reduction has arole to play in a
tertiary prevention strategy for demand
reduction purposes......

Harm reduction should not be carried out at
the expense of ,- or considered a substitute
for - other activities to reduce the demand...
I.e. Drug Prevention”




“Demand reduction programmes should
cover all areas of prevention from
discouraging initial use to reducing negative
health and social consequences of drug
abuse for the individual and society as a
whole”




“...adopt measures that may decrease the
sharing of hypodermic needles...to limit
the spread of HIV/AIDS

Such measures should not promote or
facilitate drug abuse

Drug substitution and maintenance
treatment may be used in line with sound
medical practise”




Positively support harm reduction
measures

« Promote Public health
The benefits of treatment for drug users

And protect human rights

« Maintain an equitable, needs led and person centered
approach to service delivery

e Create the appropriate environment for harm reduction
measures to succeed

* Not stigmatize or exclude drug users, carers and
workers




The Police have had to learn about Harm Reduction
(not always been in our psyche)

A Public Health philosophy @ More than a Crime
that seeks to lessen the

dangers that drug abuse
causes to society.

B Harm reduction’'s complexity
can lend it’s self to a
misperception as a drug
legalisation tool !!!

A comprehensive approach to
drug abuse and drug policy.

There has never been, is not
now, and never will be a drug-
free society.

B 2000+ years or so have proved
that!

B Not just our toolkit of
Legislation, Warrants, Phone
Records and Size 10 Boots

Pragmatic solutions to the
harms that drugs cause.




The Police have had to learn about Harm Reduction
(not always been in our psyche)

Fits with “Reducing Demand” by B The same education which
advocating lessening the harms of sets out to divert young people
drugs through the education, from even starting on drugs.

prevention, and treatment.

Arrest, conviction and detention in ® A harm reduction approach

prison does little, if anything, to favours treatment of drug

reduce the harm addiction by Health Care
Professionals over the
Criminal Justice System.

A harm reduction strategy demands

B Stop counting Crimes,
new outcome measurements.

Offences and Weights

There is no ultimate solution tothe  m Many different interventions
problem of drugs in a free society. may work.
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2 Are we getting to the boundary of
Police assistance ?

21 Can either harm reduction or
enforcement ever take precedence
over each other?

21 Are we meeting the challenge of
attitudinal shift?

1 Is the provision of basic faclilities,
conditions and Referral in police
detention adequate?

1 |s the Police response consistent?



http://www.crimelibrary.com/graphics/photos/notorious_murders/celebrity/john_holmes/Bag-of-drugs-&-pipe200.jpg

21 Do we need further legislative changes ?

3 Can the police take a different tack with
the media ?

# Does the criminal justice system raise
some important concerns about coercion
and enforcement of treatment ?

2 Are there problems of coordination of
partners?

2 What further joint training would be
advantageous?
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