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MOTORISTS STILL FLOUTING THE LAW, SAYS POLICE CHIEF

Driving your children to school is a commonplace event in today’s world.

But driving three school-aged children in the front seat of a works van which was
designed for only two passengers and the driver is very dangerous. And the driver
of such a vehicle in Dunoon town centre found out how dangerous when stopped by
Strathclyde Police and charged for it on Thursday.

Yesterday was the fourth ‘Seatbelt / Speeding Day of Action’ this year led by the
Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland (ACPOS) involving all eight of the
country’s police forces.

During the 24-hour campaign, police forces caught 545 motorists and passengers
not wearing their seatbelt and over 200 speeders, according to Chief Superintendent
Michael McCormick (Dumfries and Galloway Constabulary), who speaks on casualty
reduction for ACPOS.

“How an adult can transport children in any type of vehicle who are not properly
restrained defies rational thinking,” Mr. McCormick stressed. “It is not only common
sense to have children buckled up, it is the law!”

Nine children were observed not wearing seatbelts for which the drivers were issued
with a conditional offer.

“There has been a lot of publicity of late to remind motorists of the dangers and risks
associated with failing to buckle up,” he added. “Research shows that children will
copy adult behaviour and this is something that | would like to remind drivers when
they have children in their vehicle.”

Particular emphasis was paid during the day-long campaign to light commercial
goods vehicles (white vans) because drivers have had a lower rate of compliance
with seatbelt and speeding laws than any other vehicle user group. That proved true
again on Thursday as 215 light goods drivers were stopped for not wearing their
seatbelt and 19 for speeding.

Throughout Scotland, 269 drivers of other types of vehicles were also stopped for
failing to wear their seatbelt while 13 passengers in the front seats of light goods
vehicles were ticketed. In other vehicles, 39 passengers were caught not wearing
their seatbelts (30 front; 9 rear).



“Research shows that seatbelt use and speeding continues to be a major problem
on our roads,” Chief Superintendent McCormick concluded. “These days of action
are merely four snapshots during the course of the year. If these one-day
campaigns are indicative of motorists’ attitudes towards our country’s traffic laws,
then we have a major problem.”
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For further information, please contact:
Graham MacDonell, Communications Officer, ACPOS
0141 435 1241 or 07771 842 881 (out-of-hours)

Notes to Editors:

1. Chief Superintendent Michael McCormick will be available for interviews
on Friday, 12 September, 2008. To arrange an interview, please contact:
Graham MacDonell, Communications Officer, ACPOS at 0141 435 1241
or 07771 842 881 out-of-hours

Notes of interest:

In Fife, a 22-year-old make driver was reported for taking and driving away a motor
vehicle and was then traced driving at 105 mph on the A92. Meanwhile, an 18-year
driver, who has only held his licence for nine months, was detected driving at 62
mph in a 30 zone.

Grampian Police had a rash of speeders starting Thursday morning with a 23-year-
old detected travelling in excess of the speed limits on the B9015 Mosstodloch and
B9013 Fochabers roads.

Shortly after noon hour, a disqualified 17-year-old male driver was apprehended
driving on Moss Street in Elgin with a quantity of items suspected to be stolen in the
vehicle.

And an hour later, at 14:50, a car was detected travelling at 103 miles per hour on
the A90 near Ellon. The 34-year-old driver overtook several vehicles at a number of
junctions before being apprehended.



