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Scottish police and financial sector join 
together to tackle emerging threats                 
in serious and organised financial crime 
 
Scotland’s banks and other financial institutions have joined forces with police specialist 
financial investigators to discuss the emerging threats posed by serious organised crime               
to the UK financial sector.   
 
Delegates attending the fourth annual Scottish Financial Crime Group (SFCG) conference       
at Dunblane Hydro Hotel in Dunblane on Thursday and Friday, September 20-21, will be 
provided with the latest assessment of organised financial crime and discuss the methods 
used by these highly sophisticated criminals. 
 
The SFCG brings together specialist investigators from the Scottish Police Service,                      
with their counterparts within the Scottish banking industry and the wider financial sector,             
to monitor developing crime trends and implement specialist tactics to disrupt criminal 
activity and protect financial institutions and their customers.   
 
The conference will be opened by Scotland’s Solicitor General, Frank Mulholland, QC,               
with delegates receiving presentations from the Serious Organised Crime Agency (SOCA), 
the Scottish Crime and Drug Enforcement Agency (SCDEA), and various industry experts 
involved in preventing and investigating a wide variety of financial crime.   
 
Delegates will participate in workshops based on a recent successful SCDEA criminal 
investigation and will also hear the outcome of ongoing research that, for the first time, 
explores the structure of organised criminal networks operating in Scotland and discusses 
the threats posed to the legitimate economy.     
 
Strathclyde Police Assistant Chief Constable John L.S. Malcolm, Secretary of the ACPOS 
Crime Business Area and SFCG Chair, said, “The SFCG plays a key role in enhancing             
the links between the police and the financial sector to ensure that we have excellent                
co-ordination across organisations in meeting the threats from serious organised crime.    
This conference will play an important part in defining the core financial crime issues 
affecting both the police and the financial sector going forward.” 
 
Detective Chief Superintendent Gavin Robertson, SCDEA Crime Co-ordinator, said,                       
“We are faced with an endless appetite by serious organised criminals to achieve profit 
whatever the cost to society. Through the SFCG, we are able to cement further the already 
strong relationship between law enforcement and the Scottish financial community, and help 
officers dismantle organised crime which creates misery for so many of our communities.” 
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Simon Thompson, Executive-in-Charge, Committee of Scottish Clearing Bankers, said,            
“The threats posed to the financial sector by serious organised crime are constantly evolving.  
Through the SFCG, individual institutions can discuss current and emerging threats with our 
partners in law enforcement and together devise solutions and share best practice.   
 
“The group plays a significant part in our ongoing work to manage these risks, protecting our 
customers and the wider economy as a whole,” he concluded.   “This conference, in 
particular, is a central part in this process.”           
 

-end- 
 
Note to News Editors: 
 
The Conference will commence at 9:45 a.m. on Thursday 20 September 2007 at the 
Dunblane Hydro Hotel, Perth Road, Dunblane, FK15 0HG. 
 
The conference is being convened under the auspices of the Scottish Crime Business 
Centre in Stirling. 
 
For further information, please contact:  
 
ACPOS Communications Manager David Steele at 0141 435 1240  
or ACPOS Communications Officer Graham MacDonell at 0141 435 1241  
or at 07771 842 881 out-of-hours. 
 
 
Backgrounder: 
 

1. The ‘Scottish Financial Crime Group’ (SFCG) is a working partnership between the 
Scottish Police Service, other law enforcement agencies, and the Scottish Clearing 
Banks - a partnership which is unique in the United Kingdom. 

 
2. The group is facilitated by the Scottish Business Crime Centre, a not for profit 

company funded by the Scottish Government, ACPOS and the business community.  
More information can be found at www.sbcc.org.uk 

 
3. The group maintains an overview of technological advances, monitoring developing 

crime trends, and implementing robust mechanisms that are utilised in the disruption 
of criminal activity within the financial sector.   

 
4. The SFCG annual conference allows delegates to reflect on and to influence 

discussion relating to the evolution of financial crime, and the shared challenges 
faced by the finance services sector and law enforcement agencies.  

 
5. Presentations will include topical information on aspects of financial crime covering 

the three main SFCG sub-groups: physical security, fraud and e-crime.   
 

6. Through various workshops and plenary sessions, members openly discuss their 
views, and share their own ideas and experiences, helping to shape the agenda for 
the group’s work during the coming year.   
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